
Message from Pastor Dean 
 

In the same way, some think one day is more holy 
than another day, while others think every day is 
alike. You should each be fully convinced that 
whichever day you choose is acceptable.  Those 
who worship the Lord on a special day do it to 
honor him.            Romans 14:5-6 NLT 
 
 As I write this, the “holidays” are fast 
approaching.  As a matter of fact, this very moment, 
I am anticipating the purchase of a turkey.  And 
when it comes to me and turkey, SIZE MATTERS!  
(I love leftover turkey, and my favorite part is the 
carving, and the battle over the skin!) 

 My son, last night at the 
supper table, brought up the 
subject of how “Grandpa” (my 
dad) always insists on sitting 
down with all the grandkids 
(now great grandkids) around 
him to read the Christmas story 

before any gifts are opened.  What prompted his 
remark was my comment that something felt 
“missing” from holiday family gatherings since my 
mother and brother are no longer with us.  (Even 
our adult children can remind us about what is most 
important.) 
 Consider with me today, the word, 
“holiday”.  The etymology of the word comes from 
Old English h� ligdæg, from h� lig holy + dæg day.  
It’s definitions are as follows: 1. Holy day;  2. a day 
on which one is exempt from work; specifically : a 
day marked by a general suspension of work in 
commemoration of an event;  3.  a day for special 
religious observance: 

4. vacation;  5.  a period of exemption or relief.  
 Let’s look a little deeper.  The word “holy”, 
in both the Hebrew and the Greek, means, sacred, or 
set apart for God.  As you anticipate the upcoming 
holidays, I have a question to ask us all, “What part 
of your celebrating is set apart for God?”   
 It reminds me of a phrase from Joy to the 
World: Let every heart prepare Him room.  Isn’t 
that what the “holidays” is all about, room for God?  
Please make room for Him in all your days, and 
your “holidays” will turn out great, because then it 
will be about Him instead of just about us. 
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Advent Festival 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 4-7 p.m. 

 
Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
6:30 and 10:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday Mornings 

Worship at 8:45 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

Crèche Display 
 You are invited to share 
your crèche/nativity set with the 
congregation.  A display of 
crèche/nativity sets will be in the 
Sanctuary Overflow Room from 
Sunday, January 3 – 17.  Set up will 
be Saturday, January 2.  It is very 
interesting and inspiring to see so 
many unique representations.  

Invite your friends and family to worship with you. 
 
 
 

Prayer & Praise Sisters  
You are invited to join the Prayer & Praise 

Sisters for prayer, praise, and sharing in fellowship 
each Wednesday morning at 8:15.   

December 2 they will meet for breakfast at 
IHOP in Bellevue then go shopping for Love Tree 
gifts.  December 9 they will meet in Fellowship 
Hall and December 16 they will have a Christmas 
gathering at a members house.  They will not meet 
December 23.  Watch for January meeting 
information in the Sunday bulletins or call the 
church office at 527-4607. 

 



 

Stewardship Statistics 
General Budget Receipts 

 

September 27   $  2,203.75 
October 4   $  5,162.20 
October 11   $  3,802.94 
October 18   $  2,084.92 
October 25   $  2,088.31 
November 1   $  5,769.58 
November 8    $  4,368.87 
November 15   $  3,767.40 
November 22   $  3,488.26 
November 29   $10, 116.82 
 

Building Fund Receipts 
Sept. 27-Nov. 29  $  4,219.30 
 
Tuck Pointing Project $12,727.00 
 

Mission Giving (Sept. 27-Nov. 29) 
Mission Fund    $  20.00 
World Communion Sunday Offering $160.00 
U.M. Student Day Offering  $  20.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 Contribution Deadline 
 Anyone wishing to make 
a contribution to Grace United 
Methodist Church for calendar 
tax year 2009 must by December 
31, 2009.  Checks received after 
December 31 (regardless of the 

date on the check) will be posted to 2010. 
 

 

Missions News 
 

 
 

Malaria Kills – 
     $10 Can Save Lives 
 Every $10 donation to Nothing But Nets 
goes directly toward the purchase, distribution and 
education about the proper use of a long-lasting 
insecticide-treated bed net.  Bed nets work in two 
ways:  They stop mosquitoes from biting and 
spreading disease and the insecticide on the net kills 
the mosquitoes when they land on it. 
 The people of the United Methodist Church 
have partnered with Nothing But Nets to provide 
nets throughout Africa.  Grace UMC will receive 
donations throughout December for bed nets.  Make 
checks to Grace UMC and put “nets” on the memo 
line. 
 
 
 

Ingathering & Blanket Update 
 “Thank You” for the wonderful response to 
the Thanksgiving Ingathering and Blanket Fund 
Drive.  The remittance from Grace UMC included: 
 

Church World Service Blankets  $1,500 
Heifer Project International   $2,500 
Self-Help International Feeding Program $   150 
P.E.T. (Personal Energy Transportation) $   250 
Artemisia Seeds    $     75 
Money for Shipping & Supplies  $   246 
18 Health Kits @ $12 each   $   216 
17 Sewing Kits @ $18 each   $   306 
25 School Kits @ $11 each   $   275 
19 UMCOR Layettes @ $35 each  $   665 
11 INP Layettes @ $20 each   $   220 
24 Birthing Kits @ $10 each   $   240 
      $6,643 
 
 Thank you to Blanket Man and his assistants 
for promoting Church World Service Blankets + 
Program. 
 Thank you to all of the people that attended 
Ingathering and working very hard to prepare the 
kits for shipping. 
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United Methodist Women’s News 
 

 
 

December Meetings 
 

December 3 – The U.M.W. unit 
meeting is at Noon in Fellowship 
Hall.  Bring a dish or two to share for 
the Potluck Christmas Lunch.  The 
program will be presented by a choir 
from the Glenwood Middle School.  
 

December 14 – Faith Circle will meet in the 
Church Lounge for Christmas Salad Surprise at 
7:30 p.m.  Everyone bring a Salad to share. 
 
December 18 – Hope Circle will meet at 6:30 
p.m. for the annual Christmas Party.  Everyone 
should bring a dish to share and a gift to exchange. 
 

January Meetings 
 
January 7 – The U.M.W. unit meeting is at 1:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The 2010 officers will be 
installed and there will be a Pledge Service. 
 
January 11 – Faith Circle will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Church Lounge.  
 
January 21 – Hope Circle will meet in the 
Church Lounge at 7:30 p.m 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Project to Do with Your 
Kids & Grandkids 

 
 

 
 



Wedding Announcement 
 Jason Cambridge Schroeder 
and Danette LeeAnne Hartley were 
united in marriage October 17, 2009 

at Grace United Methodist Church by Rev. Dean 
McPherson. 
 We wish Dannee and Jason many blessings 
and our congratulations. 
 
 
 
 

Soup & Song 
 The Mills County Ministerial Association 
presents Soup & Song on Sunday, December 6th 
from 5-7:00 p.m. at Holy Rosary Church.  Tickets 
are $10 each or entire family $30.  Tickets are 
available at the door.  All proceeds from the 
evening will be used for utility assistance. 
 Come, for a great evening of fellowship and 
entertainment by local musicians, including the 
Grace UMC Bell Choir & Chancel Choir. 
 
 
 
“Golden Memories” Parade of Trees 
 The Mills County Historical Society 
“Golden Memories” Parade of Trees is at the Mills 
County Museum (Glenwood Lake Park): 
 

Fridays, December 4 & 11     5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Saturdays, December 5 & 12  10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Sundays, December 6 & 13    1 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

Santa will visit on December 12 from 2-4 p.m. 
Freewill donation 

 
 
 
Living Nativity 

 Would you like to help 
with the Living Nativity being 
presented at First Christian 
Church?  Monday, December 7 
at 6:00 p.m. there will be a 
meeting for all volunteers. 
 The Living Nativity is 
December 21 & 22 from 6:30 

to 8:30 p.m.  Everyone is invited to view the event.  
It is free.  Tell friends and take your family 

Prayer Concerns 
The following people have 
been on our prayer list 
recently: 
   Verla Hofmockel  
   Janette Peverill       
   Hunter Wilson  Jackie Holmes 
   Meisje Boverhuis     Vickie Clark  
   Don Young   Marian Rouse 
   Greyson Zeitner  Merrill Tronson 
   Jean Kemp      Patrick Umberger         
   Lisa Thompson  Diana Crouch 
   Kathy Ryan      Steve Campbell  
   Dickie Hastie  The Liedel Family 
   Russ Hughes  Don Blezek 
   Helen Lundvall  George Peterson 
   Sheila Fink   John Giesting 
   Mel Belt   Malcolm Cochran 
   Nona Houdesheldt  Kurt Williams 
   Polli Thomas  Norma Williams 
   Nina Anderson  Lee Anderson 
   Max Hammer  Richard Dix 
 
Those in Military Service (including): 
   Greg Gilder    Ryan White 
   Ronny Boverhuis  Andrew Dunn 
   Kent Herrman  Rachael Ryks 
   Brandon Morris  Kris German 
   Steven Hale   Bryce Merrifield 
   Melissa Hale 
 
 
 
 

With Christian 
Sympathy 
 We offer our heartfelt 
sympathy and prayers of comfort 
to… 
… June Hostetter and family.  June’s 
husband, Keith, passed away October 
19, 2009.  Graveside services were 
held Saturday, October 24, 2009. 
… The family and friends of Minna 

L. Stille.  Minna passed away October 28, 2009.  Funeral 
services were held October 31, 2009 in Eaton, Colorado.  
Minna is the sister of Henry & Herman Vohs. 
… The family and friends of Elton D. Tackett.  Elton 
passed away November 4, 2009.  His funeral services 
were November 9, 2009 at Hertz Funeral Home.  Elton 
is the son of Orville and Vera Tackett. 



 

Notes of Thanks 
 

 
 
For Birthday Wishes 
 I want to thank all my friends who came to 
my birthday party.  It was good to see you and visit 
with you and celebrate another milestone.  God 
Bless and Thank You. 
    Betty Lou Palmer 
 
 
For Caring 
 Thank you so much for the prayer quilt.  
Unbelievably, Gary did so well after his open heart 
surgery that he spent only three nights in the 
hospital!  He’s now doing well in cardiac rehab. 
 Your prayers, kindness and thoughtfulness 
are very much appreciated. 
   Gary & Cindy Schroer 
 
 
For Fundraiser Support 
 The MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
Group would like to thank everyone that attended 
and helped with the Maid-rite Dinner on October 
21.  Your generous support is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
For Celebrating with Me 
 I want to thank everyone who supported me 
to achieve Eagle Scout and for attending my 
ceremony.  God bless you! 
    Lance Weber 
 
 
For the Invitation 
Our Dear Grace Church Family, 
 How special to receive the invitation to 
attend your Service of Remembrance on Nov. 1.  it 
would have been an honor to be with you that day 
to light a candle for Mom.  We’ll be in Montana 
helping our daughter move. 
 Please know that we miss you all very much 
and do look forward to a time when we will be able 
to come and see you again.  May the Lord bless 
your homes, your harvest and your hearts! 
   Love in Jesus, 
   Doug & Karen Achterhof 

 
 
For Your Love 
 Thank you for your prayers, calls, food and 
cards when our son, Elton, passed away.  Your 
gestures of love and concern are greatly 
appreciated. 
   Orville & Vera Tackett 
 
 
For Stone Soup Success 
 Stone Soup was a great success!  Donations 
were put toward the balance of the air conditioning 
system.  Thank you for your fellowship and 
donations! 
 
 
For Supporting the UMW Bazaar 
 The Annual Bazaar was once again very 
successful.  Thank you to all who donated items to 
be sold.  Thank you to all who volunteered to help.  
Thank you to all who came to shop.  You all made 
this a wonderful event.  The proceeds from the 
Bazaar go to the United Methodist Women’s 
mission to help women, children and youth. 
 
 
 

Thought for the New Year 
Take time to work – 
 It is the price of success. 
Take time to think – 
 It is the source of power. 
Take time to play – 
 It is the secret of perpetual youth. 
Take time to read – 
 It is the fountain of wisdom. 
Take time to be friendly – 
 It is the road to happiness. 
Take time to laugh – 
 It is the music of the soul. 
Take time to dream – 
 It is the road to greater vision. 
Take time to give – 
 The day it too short to be selfish. 
Take time to love and be loved – 
 It is the privilege of all God’s children. 



Pictures 
We are pleased to announce that Grace UMC 
will be working with Lifetouch to take pictures 

for our new directory.  
Lifetouch offers a 
wonderful program 
for churches that 
provides families with 
a free picture and 
helps the church to 
reach out to inactive 
members and extend 

a hand in fellowship through the reactivation 
program. 
 
The photographers are scheduled to be at 
Grace January 5th through January 9th of 2010.  
You can schedule an appointment online or at 
the church on Sunday mornings.  There is a 
link to Lifetouch on the Grace UMC website 
www.glenwood-umc.org.  On the home page of 
the website at the top of the page click on 
Links, then when the Links page comes up, 
click on Lifetouch Scheduler.  If you need 
assistance contact Corrienne Gray 527-0717. 
 
Since we have chosen to do the pictures in 
January there are some wonderful incentives: 

1) For every photo sign-up Lifetouch will 
donate $1.00 to the mission fund. 

2) Each family that brings an item of food 
for the food pantry will receive a $5.00 
coupon towards pictures if they chose to 
purchase additional pictures. 

 
The first several pages of the directory are 
called the activity pages where we can 
showcase some of the great things about 
Grace, therefore, we will be asking for pictures 
to put on these pages.  We would like to get 
updated group pictures so be thinking about 
when you could get everyone together. 
 
You don’t have to be a member of this church 
to have your picture taken.  Invite your family 
and friends to sign up, too. 
 
 
 
 

MOPS News 
Come to these 

upcoming MOPS (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) events:   
… Christmas meeting 
Wednesday, December 9 at 
6:30 p.m. at Tara Baker’s house.   
… Regular meeting January 13 at Grace UMC at 
6:45 p.m.  For more information about MOPS check 
out their website www.freewebs.com/mopsofgrace.  
 
 
 
 

Christmas Cards are Welcome 
          The bulletin board by the church office has 
space for you to post a Christmas card/message to 
your friends at Grace UMC.  We’d like to hear from 
you.  You may send a card to the church for the 
secretary to post or bring one to worship with you 
and put it up yourself. 
 
 
 
 

Chicken Noodle Dinner 
          Mark your calendar – 
you won’t want to miss the 
Homemade Chicken Noodle 
Dinner on Saturday, January 
23.  Watch for more details 

in the Sunday bulletin and the Opinion Tribune.  It’s 
open to the public so invite your friends to dine with 
you. 
 
 
 
 

December & January  
Committee Meetings 

 

Dec. 10 Finance         7:00 p.m. 
Dec. 13 Church Council      11:30 a.m. 
Jan. 6  Trustees         7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 13  Church Council        7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 18  Worship          7:00 p.m. 
Jan. 20  S. S. Teachers         6:00 p.m. 
Jan. 20  Missions         6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 21  Discipleship          7:00 p.m. 



  

 
 

~~What’s Happenings!~~ 
 

 

 

Love God.  Love Others.  Serve the Kingdom. 
 
 

Advent Festival 
 Advent Festival is 
Wednesday, December 9 from 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. for children age 
2 years through the 6th grade.  
Children can make crafts, 
decorate cookies, shop for their 

family, visit the Nativity and hear the Christmas 
Story.  A child’s gift may be brought that will be 
given to Love Tree.  Adults can socialize in the tea 
room while their child shops.  Parents are 
encouraged to assist their small children with the 
crafts. 
 Donations are helpful – Items that are new 
or like-new are needed for the Children’s Store for 
the children to purchase at the Advent Festival.  No 
item is sold for more than $3.00.  Boxes are in the 
hallway for donations. 
 Volunteers are blessed – Volunteers are 
needed to work at the Advent Festival.  You will be 
truly blessed when you help a child with a craft, or 
at the nativity or in the children’s store.  Or be a 
blessing to the coordinator by helping set up or 
taking down the event.  Please call the church office 
at  527-4607 if you have questions or to volunteer 
 
 
 
 

“Miracle on Main Street” 
 This year’s Christmas 
program is on Sunday, 
December 20 at 6:30 p.m.  Our 
youth have begun rehearsing 
for their performance.  They 
pray the pews will be filled for 
their big night.  Come and 
support our youth as they tell the story of the 
“Miracle on Main Street”. 
 

July in January 
 “July in January” will take 
place on Sunday, January 17th after 
second service (11:30ish).  Come 
celebrate the kid inside with hot 
dogs, chips and other goodies.  
Hand bell entertainment provided by Harmony 
Hands and Grace Notes Chime Choir. 
 
 
 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 The MYF will be participating in the largest 
youth-led weekend of giving and sharing in the 
nation.  This year MYF has selected the Mills 
County Storehouse as the recipient of our 
collections.  Be watching for promotions and more 
information on how you can help MYF feed our 
community.  Official collection date is Sunday, 
February 7th. 
 
 
 
 

Dare 2 Share 
 Our MYF will be attending Dare 2 Share in 
Lincoln, NE February 26th and 27th.  Dare 2 Share is 
a youth rally that gives our youth the opportunity to 
meet fellow Christian teenagers, enjoy inspiring 
music, and listen to powerful speakers.  To learn 
more about Dare 2 Share ministries, log on to 
www.dare2share.org.  If you would like to support 
our mission, checks can be made out to Grace UMC 
and put Dare to Share on the memo line.  The youth 
are planning to have a spaghetti dinner fundraiser 
on Saturday, February 20th. 
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