Message from Pastor Dean

"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him
who sent me and to finish his work.”
John 4:34-35NIV

One day, while Jesus waited for his
disciples by a well, he had a conversation with a
woman about living water. When they
returned, Jesus talked like he had already been
fed. His followers were confused, so he
explained that what nourished him, inside, was
doing his Father’s will. Is your following Jesus
as his disciple keeping you full inside? Oh,
that conversations about living water would
leave us just as satisfied! In his book, Three
Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living
Reuben P. Job identifies what | believe is a
pivotal idea. Stay in love with God.

What nourishes your spirit? With
spring having arrived, soon the whole outdoors
will be beckoning. Barbecues and Picnics will
be on the agenda. In the midst of it all, what are
we going to do to make certain that we are well
fed spiritually? | want us all to include in our
warm weather plans, ways to:

Stay in Love with

Fifth Sunday "Family Worship"

Join us May 3bat
10:00 a.m. for Fifth Sunday
Family Worship. The service
will have a patriotic theme. \\ 4

Sunday school WA
classes won’'t meet that day. 0
This is to encourage everyone to worship God
together as one church, one church family, one-
hour. Please mark these dates on your calendar:
May 30, August 29, and October 31 are all "Family
Worship" Sundays.

A New Look

We will be changing the look of our
worship bulletin in the upcoming months. The new
design is intended to help us become better stewvard
of the resources God gives us. We are planning to
go to a one page, tri-fold format, which will be
more economical, and use less paper. We plan on
circulating some examples in the upcoming weeks
to give you a taste of our new look.

What are Pew Mice?

The Worship
Committee is making some
plans to enhance our hospitalit
to visitors to our worship
services. We are developing
some three ring binders to take ®
the place of our registration
pads, which will provide information to newcomers.
This will include a map of where everything is in
the Church, take home flyers about key ministries,
current announcements, as well as registration
pages.

We are looking for some volunteers (Pew
Mice) who would be willing to change out the old
information for the new, each week. (The materials
would be provided.) Ask Pastor Dean, or Connie
McVay or Susie McPherson all about it.




Prayer & Praise Sisters

You are invited to join the Prayer & Praise
Sisters for prayer, praise, and sharing in felldpgsh

each Wednesday morning at 8:15 in Fellowship

Hall. For more information about the group contact

Pat Conrad at 527-9032.

MOPS News
Come to these upcoming
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
activities:
... Wednesday, April 14 MOPS
meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Grace UMC Fellowship

Hall. Bring laundry room products for Storehouse

donation.
... Saturday, April 24 at 9:30 a.m. is the Moppett
Volunteers Appreciation Brunch.

... Saturday, May 8 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

MOPS will host a rummage & bake sale in
Fellowship Hall. (See details below)
... Wednesday, May 12 meeting at 6:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Donation theme for the
Storehouse is “All for Mom” — lotions, hair, make
up, nail polish, etc.

For more information about MOPS check

out their websitevww.freewebs.com/mopsofgrace

or contact Amber Dyer 527-2719 or Monica
Mayberry 527-3351.

Babies & Children’s Items
Rummage Sale & -

Bake Sale “ «
*_ Saturday, May 8  © % .

i% 8:00 a.m. to Noon
s Grace UMC Fellowship Hall

Items for sale will be toys, books, clothing, and
equipment for all ages of children.

If you have some children’s items to sell, tables ¢
available for rent for $10 each. Donations of
children’s items will also be accepted for the MO
group to sell. Contact Amber Dyer 527-2719 wit
guestions.
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Women of Faith

Escape from the
everyday at a Women of Faith
weekend and be refreshed,
encouraged and inspired.
Because the God who loves
you can do far more than you can eleagine

Women of Faitimagineweekend is at the
Quest Center, Omaha, NE August 13-14. The hours
are Friday 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

You may order reduced priced tickets for
$89.00, which includes 2 box lunches, from Mary
Lou Pitzer 527-3194. She would like to hear from
you, as soon as possible, if you want tickets.
Payment to her needs to be made by June 4.

Speakers will be Michelle Aquilar, Lisa
Harper, Karen James, Luci Swindoll, Sheila Walsh.
Musical guests are Natalie Grant and Mary Mary.
Drama by Nicole Johnson and Special Guest is
Marcus Buckingham.
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Stewardship Statistics

General Budget Receipts

January 31 $3,185.12
February 7 $ 5,049.97
February 14 $ 2,955.50
February 21 $2,079.40
February 28 $ 4,656.68
March 7 $6,233.98
March 14 $ 3,622.16
March 21 $2,916.46
March 28 $

Building Fund Receipts
Jan. 31- March 21 $2,457.00

Apportionment Fund Receipts $ 300.00

Mission Giving (Jan. 31-March 21)

Mission Fund $ 94.00
One Great Hour of Sharing $ 230.00
UMCOR-Haiti $1,135.00
Lenten Supper Offerings $ 772.00



United Methodist Women’s News

April Meetings

April 1 — The U.M.W. unit meeting
is at 1:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Margaret McKee will provide the
worship center and devotion. The
program will be presented on Circle
4 Support. Hostesses are Pat Con
Margaret McKee and June
McMabhill.

April 12 — Faith Circle will meet in the Church
Lounge at 7:30 p.m. Pat Conrad will provide the
program and devotion. The Circle will make May
baskets for homebound people. Mary Ann Greg
is the hostess.

April 16 — Hope Circle will meet at 6:00 p.m. at
the Church and carpool to the Firehouse Restau
310 E. Washington St., Red Oak, IA. for Ladies

Night Out.

April 24 —I1s Day Apart spiritual retreat at
Woodbine UMC.

May Event

May 1% -Is the May Breakfast
At 9:30 a.m.
In Fellowship Hall

lvan & Elfrieda Reents will present the program
their mission work trips.

Hope Circle will set the tables and provide the
decorations. Faith Circle will serve the meal.
Invite a friend to attend this special event wituy

No Faith Circle or Hope Circle meetings are
scheduled until September.
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U.M.W. Serve Three Receptions

A luncheon was served to the family and
friends ofVal Catron at the American Legion
following his funeral services on February 8, 2010.
Margaret McKee, Sunny Seitz, Pat Conrad, and
Virginia Vohs assisted UMW President Barbara
Tucker with serving. The people who donated food
were: Lynn Mueller, Nancy Downing, Virginia
Vohs, Carol Hurst, Carol Mitts, Cyndy Sell, Cheryl
Bichel, Pat Conrad, Margaret McKee, and Sunny
Seitz.

A reception was served in Fellowship Hall
after funeral services fdtilene Scotton February
10, 2010. Desserts were donated by Barbara
Tucker, Betty Boles and Cyndy Sell. Those who
assisted with serving the reception were: Betty
Boles, Margaret McKee, and Barbara Tucker.

The funeral service falames Mclnerney
was February 13, 2010, at Grace UMC. Following
the service a luncheon was served in Fellowship
Hall to Jim’s family and friends.

Phyllis Schwaninger, Sally Vohs, CeeCee
Kuretich, Margaret McKee, Sunny Seitz, Cheryl
Bichel, Peggy Warren, and Michelle Woodrum
helped UMW President Barbara Tucker serve the
event. Food for the luncheon was provided by
Barbara Tucker, Jean Strom, Cathy Christiansen,
Joan Hammer, Nancy Downing, Peggy Warren,
Margaret Helen Bloomer, Patti Cahanding, Cyndy
Sell, Cheryl Bichel, CeeCee Kuretich, Charlotte
Herrman, Kate Dean, Phyllis Schwaninger, Virginia
Vohs, Michelle Woodrum, Sunny Seitz, Irene
Rowe, Pat Umberger, Kathy Dix, and Lynn
Mueller.

All the families expressed their grateful
appreciation for the time of fellowship and comfort
provided by the luncheon/reception, the wonderful
food, and the service of the volunteers.

In Christian Service,
Barbara Tucker & Betty Lou Palmer



2010 U.M.W. Officers

Pastor McPherson will install the following people
as officers for 2010 on Thursday, February 4.

President Barbara Tucker
Vice President Margaret McKee
Secretary Donna Bishop
Treasurer Lynn Mueller

Spiritual Growth Irene Rowe
Education & Interpret. Phyllis Schwager
Social Action June McMahill
Reading Program Pat Conrad
Membership Ruth Robertson
Nomination Com. Pat Conrad
Pledge Chairperson Virginia Vohs
Historian Vera Tackett
Sunshine Betty Lou Palmer
Activity Coordinators: Betty Lou Palmer
Virginia Vohs
Betty Boles
Meals-on-Wheels Virginia Vohs

Who are United Methodist Women?

United Methodist Women (UMW) is a
nearly one million member-strong organization of
women who seek to know God and to make life
better for women, children, youth and marginalized
neighbors in the ever-expanding global village of
today’s world.

Any woman may become a member who
chooses to belong, is committed to the PURPOSE
and is wiling to be involved in global mission
through UMW. Women of the United Methodist
Church are not automatically members of UMW.
All women are encouraged to join and are welcome
to attend the Unit meetings and Circles.

PURPOSE- The organized unit of United
Methodist Women shall be a community of women
whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through participation in
the global ministries of the church.

Wedding Announcements

Joseph William Anderson
and Amy Lynn Vance were married
on October 31, 2009 at the Bellevue
Berry Farm in Papillion, NE.
Officiating the ceremony was Brian
Kaluza, a friend of the couple.

Reginald Kent Hockabout
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and Christine Kay Hanshaw were united in
marriage February 9, 2010 at Grace United
Methodist Church by Rev. Dean McPherson.

We wish Joe & Amy and Christie & Reg our
congratulations and many blessings.

A Child is Baptized

Grant Ward Schroeder was baptized Sunday,
March 7, 2010 during the 10:30 worship service by
Rev. Dean McPherson. Grant is the son of Robert
and Meg Schroeder and brother of Drew.

With God’s blessing we welcome him into
Christ’s family.

Birth Announcements

Frank and Amy Bachma
are the proud parents of a son,
Grady Dale Bachman, born
August 8, 2009.

Brett and Brandi
Blackman are the proud parents
of a daughter, Ella Kathleen Blackman, born
October 5, 2009. Ella was welcomed home by her
sister, Ashlyn and brother, Nolan.

Joshua and Samantha Gage are the proud
parents of a son, Cameron Riley Gage, born
October 9, 2009.

Jeremy and Abby Mutrux are the proud
parents of a daughter, Molly Elizabeth Mutrux, born
November 1, 2009.

Scott & Jackie Dunn are the proud parents
of a son, Alexander Michael Dunn, born January
15, 2010.

Lonnie and Monica Mayberry are the proud
parents of a daughter, Stella Quinn Joy Mayberry,
born February 2, 2010. Stella was welcomed home
by her brothers: Cole, Mitchell and Tate.




Prayer Concerns

The following people have
been on our prayer list
recently:

Verla Hofmockel

Hunter Wilson

Meisje Boverhuis

Diana Crouch

Steve Campbell

Jackie Holmes
Marian Rouse
Lisa Thompson

Kathy Ryan The Liedel Family

Helen Lundvall Dickie Hastie

Sheila Frink John Giesting

Nona Houdesheldt Mel Belt

Max Hammer Norma Williams

June McMahill Richard Dix

Ron Lee, Sr. Donna Skerritt

Dottie Oles Mary Ann McCreedy

Roger Schmidt Louise Haack

Don Blezek Orville Tackett
Those in Military Service (including):

Greg Gilder Ryan White

Andrew Dunn
Rachael Ryks
Kris German

Ronny Boverhuis
Kent Herrman
Brandon Morris
Steven Hale Bryce Merrifield
Melissa Hale Stephen Begbie
The People & Relief Workers in Haiti & Chile

Congratulations College Grads

Hans J. Keim, Jr. received a Bachelor of
Science degree in education from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln’s College of Education at winter
commencement exercises.

Kristina M. Jens was awarded an M.A.A. in
accounting degree during winter commencement
exercises at lowa State University in Ames.

Brett J. Borden was awarded a Bachelor of
Science degree in speech and theatre education
from Northwest Missouri State University at the
winter commencement program.

Jessica A. Belt received an Associate of Arts
degree in Education during December graduation
exercises at lowa Western Community College.

Amanda N. Conn was awarded a practical
nursing degree during December graduation
exercises at lowa Western Community College.

We pray God'’s blessings on their future
plans.

With Christian Sympathy

We offer our heartfelt
sympathy and prayers of comfort to...
- ...Rodney Radford & Family.

,Q;';;,;g Rodney’s brother passed away
January 21, 2010. Funeral services
were January 26, 2010 at Hertz
Funeral Home.
...Lynnette Dunn and family. Lynnette’s brother
passed away February 23, 2010. His funeral
services were February 26, 2010.
...Diann Hammell and Family. Diann’s son,
Valentine Catron, passed away February 3, 2010.
Services were held at Peterson Mortuary. Pastor
Dean McPherson officiated.
...Eilene Scott’'s Family. M. Eilene Scott passed
away February 5, 2010. Funeral services were held
February 10, 2010 at Hertz Funeral Home. Rev.
Dean McPherson officiated.
...Roger Schmidt and Family. Roger’s wife, Anna
Mae Schmidt, passed away February 8, 2010. A
Celebration of Life will be held June 12, 2010 at
Grace UMC.
...Jeanie Mclnerney and Family. Jeanie’s husband,
James Patrick “Jim” Mclnerney passed away
February 9, 2010. A Celebration of Life service
was held February 13, 2010 at Grace United
Methodist Church. Pastor Dean McPherson
officiated.
... Max Johnson and Family. Max’s brother,
Gerald F. Johnson, passed away March 9, 2010.
His memorial service was March 14, 2010 in
Taylorsville, Utah.
...Margaret Mintle’s Family. Margaret passed
away March 20, 2010. Her funeral services are
March 26, 2010 at Peterson Mortuary. Pastor
Darrell Hopp will officiate.



Cards of Thanks

For Meal Ministry,
There were a couple of meals we weren’t
sure of where they came from and | didn’t want to
miss anyone. So, | would like to say a big Thank
You to everyone who provided my family with
meals. It was so nice to have and very much
appreciated.
Beth Joyce

To the Congregation of Grace United

Methodist Church and Pastor Dean,

The family of Art Pedersen would like to
express our appreciation for your sympathy and
support. Especially to Pastor Dean for his presenc
and comforting words in our time of sorrow. It
meant more than we can ever say.

God Bless You All,

Darla Sell and Norm Fisher
Dusty, Jill and Jayme Sell
Mary and Bryan Pinker
Mary Ann McCreedy

For Prayer Quilt & Prayers,

It's hard to write looking through tears, but |
can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me. | wish to thank all who had a part in making
my beautiful prayer quilt, all who tied a knot and
said a prayer for me. God heard each and every
prayer. May He bless each one of you.

In Christian Love,
Dottie Oles

For God’s Blessings,

We would like to thank you for all the help
you have given us. It means a lot to us just
knowing you care. Thanks for the administrative
direction you give Roxanne — also the sharing of
props for VBS, Christmas Eve costumes, printing of
bulletins and most of all for your prayers.

God will Bless you greatly for Caring,

Hastings Methodist Church

To Grace Family,

Thank you to my ‘other family’ at Grace for
keeping my Mother, Madonna Beck-Skerritt in your
prayers. The treatments went on for 7 weeks — she
goes back for check ups in a month. At that time
we will know if the tumor is gone. Until then,
prayers will be appreciated. My family would also
like to extend a big thank you to the Meal Ministry
What a help and blessing you have been.

We thank God for all of you,

“Blessed are the Givers...And Grateful are the
Receivers. Thanks So Much!
Ron & Roxanne Boverhuis, Randy & Patti Beck,
Romie & Sharon Beck, Ken & Renee May,
Ray & Rhonda Bloom, and Rachelle & Wes



Missions News

Come to the Mission

Lunch & Auction!!

Sunday, April 25
After the 10:30 worship service
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The lunch is served for freewill offering right exft

the 10:30 worship service. The auction beging afte

lunch.

Auction Items & Bidders are Needed!!
Sign-up clipboards will be available at worship.
This will give us an idea of the number and type pf
items we have for the auction. Baked goods, new
and like new items, services offered, gift baskets,
gift certificates are all welcome donations.

A Queen Size Bed is Needed

Some friends of Grace UMC need a larger
bed because of health issues. If you have a good

guality queen size bed that you would donate please

contact the church office. Or if you feel moved to

donate towards this need, please designate for bed

on the memo line of your check.

Winter Warm Up 2010

Winter Warm-Up Winter Wear Give
Away will be held again this fall. We will be
collecting new and gently used coats, hats, gloves,
scarves, snow pants, etc. to give away to those in
need. Please consider donating antgrown or
new kidscoats to Winter Warm Up this fall.

Relay for Life
Relay for Life will be held this year
on June 5 and 6 at the high school
track. Grace Church is once again
sponsoring a team, and we need as
much participation as possible. Here
are ways you can help:

1. Purchase a t-shirt for $25. Money and shirt
sizes need to be received ynday, April
18.

2. Make a donation. Give your check to Becky
Petty, Susie LaRue, or Lynn Mueller by
Sunday, May 23.

3. Get a packet from Susie LaRue or Becky
Petty and raise money in your
neighborhood, school, workplace, etc. All
collected funds must be turned in by
Sunday, May 23.

4. Order a luminary in memory or honor of a
loved one who has or has had cancer.
Luminaries are $5.00 each. Money and
luminary information (name of honoree,
contributor, and message) must be turned in
no later tharSunday, May 30.

5. Let us know if you are a cancer survivor.
We want to give you a t-shirt and honor you
at the Relay for Life celebration.

We’'re Collecting Items for
UMCOR Birthing Kits

A birthing kit contains:

1 hotel-size bar of soap (1 0z. and up)

1 pair of clean latex gloves

1 square yard of clear 4 mil plastic sheeting

3 pieces of clean string each 12” long

1 clean single use razor blade (carefullypyra
the blade in paper or plastic to protect it andoki¢e
from causing injury).

All items may be placed in a one gallon zip

lock bag. There is a box by the coat rack
downstairs. Donations may be brought in any time.



Join Us Every Sunday in Sunday School

Love God. Love Others. Serve the Kingdom.

Spaghetti Dinner set for April 10

MYF (Methodist
Youth Fellowship) will be
serving a spaghetti dinner on
Saturday, April 18 from 5-7
p.m. Dinner will include
spaghetti, garlic bread, salad and dessert. Please
come and enjoy a good meal and great fellowship
while supporting our youth. The dinner is “fredlwi
donation” with proceeds benefiting MYF. Take out
will be available.

Pin Sunday
Sunday school attendance pins, bars, and
awards will be given on Sunday, Ma$'2

VBS Dates
@ It is almost time for VBS
’/ O (Vacation Bible School)! Mark your

7 calendars for a “High Seas
' Expedition”... the ship will sail July
12-16. Be watching for information
on how you can sign up or volunteer.

4" & 5" Grade Lock-In was Fun

On February 13 Charlotte Herrman and
Shari Mullennax organized a lock-in for theft &
5" grade Sunday school class. Thirteen students
participated, including two visitors. Students had
fun making Bible covers, playing games, singing
karaoke, and making pizzas. Thank you to Ms.
Charlotte and Ms. Shari for creating a fun and
educational night for our students.

Fifth Sunday “Family Worship”

May 30" there won’t be Sunday school
classes. There will be one worship service at@0:0
a.m. We hope our teachers and students will enjoy
worship with their family. The service will have a
patriotic theme.

Final Score of
Souper Bowl of Caring 2010

This year Grace UMC collected $235.96 in
cash and 63 food items, which went to the Mills
County Storehouse. Our collections more than
doubled our previous highest year, which was 2005.
GUMC has participated in The Souper Bowl of
Caring for 6 years. To date GUMC has raised
$713.28 and 267 food items. This year tfeg23™
grade class had the highest participation with $11
and 11 canned goods. Great job everyone!

Dare2Share

Fifteen youth and five adults attended this
year’s Dare2Share youth conference in Lincoln, NE
from Grace UMC. Those in attendance were Ben
Umberger, Jakob Rhodes, Lance Weber, Cody
Griffin, Sami Saal, Hailey Murphy, Megan
Westerhold, Morgan Poe, Sam Robertson, Madi
Woodrum, Shelby Oliphant, Sierra Hals, Sadie
Wood, Mariya Nikseresht, and Sarah Phillips.
Adult sponsors included Pat Umberger, Cindy
Wood, Susie Begbie, Angela Griffin, and Patti
Cahanding. Our youth enjoyed several speakers,
awesome music, and participated in outreach
challenges. A special thank you for the donations
received so that this trip was possible.



Scholarship Essay Contest

The Peace with Justice Essay Contest is
open to students who are high school juniors or
seniors during the current school year and who live
in lowa or attend an lowa high school. They need
not be members of a United Methodist Church.

This year’s topic is “How | can help build a
world with peace and justice.” Essays should be no
longer than 1500 words. Entries should include
writer's name, school, and a short bio perhaps of
activities that have moved people towards peace
with justice.

Entries can be mailed to Paul Linn, 1120
Briar Ridge, West Des Moines, IA 50265 or
emailed taojlinn@msn.conbefore April 16, 2010.
Email is preferred.

Three scholarships of $500 each will be
given by the lowa Conference Board of Church &
Society of the United Methodist Church. Awards
will be presented Saturday evening, Jufl@bPolk
County Convention Center in Des Moines during
Annual Conference.




